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ancient Aryans, both men and women, .were fond of bedecking
their persons with gold ornaments, either plain or set with
precious stones. Coins were made both of gold and silver.
But whether copper coins were in existence is not quite clear.
Iron was largely used for making weapons of war, and
agricultural implements. Mailed coats were also made of
iron. There is also mention of iron forts which were
probably so called in a figurative sense on account of their
strength and invincibility. It would thus appear that even
in Rgvedic times, the Aryans were acquainted with the
various uses of the principal metals, and had already passed
the stone age of civilisation. To trace up their history to
that age would be a feat as impossible as that of drawing a
landscape in blinding and impenetrable darkness. The
ancient Aryans had reached a very high rung of the ladder of
civilisation, when the rest of the world did not even approach
its foot These metals and precious stones were procurable
in the northern mountainous regions of Sapta-Sindhu. Even
in comparatively recent times, the Babylonians used to draw
their supply of gold and precious stones from these regions.
Ctesias says expressly that the precious stones were imported
from India, and that onyxes, sardines and the other stones
used for seals were obtained in the mountains bordering on
the sandy desert. " Emeralds and jaspers," says Theophristus
a more recent author but worthy of credit, " which are used
as objects of decorations came from the desert of Bactria (of
Gobi). They are sought for by persons who go thither on
horse-back at the time of the north-wind which blows away
the sand, and discovers them."
" The country where gold is found and which the griffins
infest" says Ctesias, " is exceedingly desolate. The
Bactrians who dwell in the neighbourhood of the Indians,
assert that the griffins watch over the gold, though the Indians
themselves deny that they do anything of the kind, as they
have no need of the metal; but (say they) the griffins are
only anxious on account of their young, and these are the